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MONTANA
STATE

ASSOCIATION, INC.

January 2¢. 2307

To:  All zicmbers of the Montana House Judiciary Committee.
From: Bo! “illiard; Montana State Elks Drug Awareness Chairman

e

I strongly ©. :2 you to vote against House bill 311. According to the information I have one
Marijuana ;. .znt produces about one pound of marijuana.

One pousc. . marijuana plant will roll about 1,176 joints.

Five poun': {S plants), = 5882 joints

X 4 crops = year (20 total pounds) = 23,529 Jomts a year

Or 455 joix.: a week or 65 joints a day PER SICK PERSON!!!

I’'m also fz:: g you information on smoked marijuana. Please read this over and weigh it very
carefully b ‘sre you vote on this bill.

There are i. sy stories out there about meth children and where they first started with drugs and
marijuana :  the first one on the list. We can’t make this more available.

We allowe:. 1 outsider to come in here and put medical marijuana on the ballot in 2005. We
can’t allow them to dictate that we need to expand it further than has already been done.

Please reac. .cefully the information 1 am scnding you before you consider this bill.

Please vot: zainst bill #311.
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FD4. Statement

: Media Inquiries:
FOR lumi=OIATE RELEASE 1 FDA Press Office, 301-827-
Statem:.. ' 6242
April 20, 006 ! Consumer Inquiries:
j 888-INFO-FDA

Inter- igency Advisory Régarding Claims That Smoked
i.ana ls a Medicine

Some he. argued that herbal marijuana is a and effective medication and that it should be made available.
to people siiio suffer from a number of ailments Ypon a doctor's recommendation, even though itis notan' "~
spproved drig. | Ll

Claims kz. = been advanced asserting smoked Savarijuana has a value in treating various medical conditions.

I

Marijuan:. s fisted in schedule | of the Contralled Substances Act (CSA), the most restrictive scheduie, The Drug
Enforceri:c it Administration (DEA), which adminjsters the GSA, continues to support that placement and FDA
concurred Lacause marijuana met the three criteyia for placement in Schedule 1 under 21 U.S.C. 812(b){1) (e.g.,
marijuans: 1ias a high potential for abuse, has nojcurrently accepted medical use in treatrment in the Umted States,
and has = iack of accepted safety for use under medical supervision), Furthermore, there is currently sound
avidence Ciat smoked marijuana‘is hammful, A past evaluation by several Department of Health and Human
Services {HS) agencies, inciuding the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Sc. vices Administration (SAMHSA) and National Institute for Drug Abuse (NIDA), concluded that na sound
scientific <iudies supported medical use of marijuana for treatment in the United States, and no animal or human
o the safety or efficacy of marijuana for general medical use, Thera are altemative FDA-approved
- {3 existence for traatment of many of the proposed uses of smoked marljuana. PR

. . sole Federal agency that approves drug producis as safe and effactive for intended indications. The
Federal *ad, Drug, and (g.‘.osgetic (FDgC) Act requiras that ne\;Pdrugs be shown to be safe anq}EfEGM for their
intendec <2 before being marketed in this country. FDA's drug approval process requires we:H-controlled clinical.
trials that nrovide the necessary scientific data upon which FDA makes its approval and labeling decislons. Ifa
drug procict is to be marketed, dieciplined, systematic, scientifically conducted trials are the best means to obtain
data to ersure that drug is safe and effective when used as indicated. Efforts that seek to bypass the FDA drug
rocess would not serve the interests of public health because they might expose patler]m\.tofqnsafe and
i drug products. FDA has not approved smoked marijuana for any condition or disease indication.

A growing number of states have passed voter referenda (or legislative adtions) making smoked-éma‘rijuqqg
availabic sor a variety of medical conditions upon a doctor's recommendation. These measures arb inconsistent
with effs s to ensure that medications undergo the rigorous scientific scrutiny of the FDA approval progess and
are provz:, safe and effective under the standards of the FD&C Act. Accordingly, FDA, as the federal agency
respansicia for reviewing the safety and efficacy of drugs, DEA as the federal agency charged with enforcing the
CSA, ar. ihe Office of National Drug Control Policy, as the federal coordinator of drug control policy, do n‘ot‘ .
support 2 use of smoked marijuana for medical purpusesi : LG
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which %5 donated $170,000 to create the Montana Medical Marijuana Project. Montana
was o.:> of 10 States chosen as targets for Jegalization this year. Activists f}'om
Califo: = and other places came to Montana and set up the petition drive and organized
this legalization effort.

I want #o thare a couple of things with you because there are many misconceptions. First
of all ¢ National Average of children between 10 and 18 who use Marijuana is 2.7%.
This is down from several years ago' when it was much higher. Since passing the
Medic: " iviarijuana Act some of these States have seen their average go to approximately
30%. /. siaggering increase. |

The St:is of Oregon issued over 8,000 Medical Marijuana cards after passing their
Medicz. Marijuana Law. The conditiops for which these cards were issued ranged from
“ecancer - chronic back pain to “over strgnuous sexual activity.” 1 kid you not! ‘
1
Emple, <3 in these States discovered that they could not terminate employees for
smokirz marijuana on the job because it was discrimination based on a medical
condit’-.. Those who did fire employees were sued. Those who worked in Safety
Sensitive or Hazardous Work Environments and smoked marijuana had to be moved to
other areas within the company at the same rate of pay, while the company had to hire
someoi. else to fill the void. The resultant problems are numerous as are the lawsuits.

mASIT T Ty

The facis are as follows:
| /arijuana never has and never will be used for Glaucoma. It is ineffective.

4arinol, the prescription pill, in regulated milligram doses, which will reduce
pain, ¢:imulate appetite and do all of the other things that marijuana does, is not
accepteble 1o those who want the drug legalized, because Marinol does not have the
halluci: szenic effect of smoked Marijuana. I
oked Marijuana can not be regulated by dose.
-ere is no test for driving under the influence of Marijuana.
ijuana cap cause cancer. It has over 20 times the tar and nicotine of a
cigareiis. Why would cancer patients smoke this? D

Propor:z:iis of Medical Marijuana will be quick to tell you that no one has ever died from
smoking Marijuana. This is true as far as ] know. But I can tell you as a retired Police
Office, that the car crash after smoking Marijuana has taken quite a few, along with
dozens of other ways. Including: you have all heard of college students dying from
binge ¢ iuking. I've drunk too much a few times and I’m sure some of you haye. What
happer:: .. you throw up. Marijuana inhibits the body’s ability to regurgitate (this is one
of the r...sons they want to make it available to chemo patients... not the Marinol pill but
the cancer causing smoked Marijuana), so when these students smoke marijuana and
drink t-c much their bodies natural process of regurgitation is inhibited and their bodies
become wxic and they die. If educated college students can’t figure this out what do you
think iz cing to happen when 10, 12 and 14 year olds get a hold of it? .

Let me .=k you a couple of quick questions:
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Do you want your children or grandchildren riding with other inexpeﬁenced
youthful drivers who have been using marijuana?
Do you want these children taking their tests in school after smoking marijuana?

Oh, wait, how are they going to get it... we're talking about medical marijuana. You'd
need a prescription wouldn’t you? They get it now, it will just become easier.

Most States that have passed these laws allow the person with the prescription to grow 5
plants, 4 times a year. That’s 20 plants a year.
One adult plant produces about one pound of marijuana.
One pound of marijuana will roll about 1,176 joints.
5 pounds (5 plants), = 5,882 joints :
X 4 crops a year (20 total pounds) = jB 529 joints a year
Or 455 joints a week |
Or 65 joints a day PER SICK PERSON !!! DRGE BGLTL

Now tell e where all that pot is going to end up because no one can smoke that much.
Let me tell you. It’s going to end up in the hands of our children and grandchildren.

Montana has not yet decided how xuc man]uana a person will be allowed to possess or
grow. In November we will be voting tp legalize medical marijuana without having all of
the infocnation. . 4

This will be on our ballot in November, so you need to be thinking about this. While
you're gt it ask yourself these questions:

“Where are the safeguards?

‘What illnesses are eligible?

Who will oversee this program and what will the cost be to the taxpayer”

Will unethical doctors issue prescriptions without seeing the patient? (that
happeis now!)

Will prescriptions be forged? (US Currency is forged)

“Who will grow it for the terminally ill?

If family members will do this, will there be young children in the house?

“+/ill patients using medical marijuana be allowed to continue to drive? _

YJnder current Federal law, Insurance companies will not cover a driver/patient
who has adverse effects or injures someone with their autornobile. Who will pay? Can
the State be held liable? <

There o too many ques‘nons and no 'answers because the only issue here is makmg
marijuaca legal. When have you ever heard of voting to legalize a drug? - This is
something that the FDA has always done after years of exhaustive study. If you, like me

think the: somethmg is wrong here, make yourself heard and please vote no to legahzed
medica! marijuana,

If you wﬁed any further information or want to know how you can take action please
contac; ;.:. |




